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Chuckles 

 

 

Jacob: What do road crews use at the North Pole? 

Jason: I don’t know. 

Jacob: Snow cones!  

 

Travis: Where do polar bears vote? 

Anthony: Where? 

Travis: The North Poll!  

 

Will: Where do snowmen keep their money? 

Bill: Beats me. 

Will: In a snow bank.  

 

Santa: Knock, knock. 

Elf: Who’s there? 

Santa: Olive. 

Elf: Olive, who? 

Santa: Olive the other reindeer.  



Advent is perhaps one of 

the most misunderstood 

seasons in the church 

year. We meet it every 

year, and yet every year it 

seems like the world 

around us rolls straight 

from Thanksgiving to 

Christmas. There is no 

waiting, we move straight 

to the joy and the celebra-

tion.  Of course this makes 

total sense. Christmas 

songs, movies, and tradi-

tions can bring light and 

cheer to our lives.  

 

Advent is about waiting. 

One of those certainly 

sounds a lot more fun than 

the other. But Advent is 

what grounds Christmas in 

reality. Because the truth 

is that in many moments in 

our lives we are waiting. 

We are waiting for hope in 

a world that often feels full 

of uncertainty. We are 

waiting for love in places 

where we carry hurt and 

shame. We are waiting for 

our world to reflect God's 

dreams, for it to be a place 

of safety, freedom, peace, 

and justice for all.  We are 

waiting for the pandemic 

to pass.  We are waiting to 

meet with out families 

again. 

 

Advent meets us where we 

are, in the midst of the 

darkness and in the midst 

of the waiting, and reminds 

us that waiting is not a 

barrier to God. It reminds 

us that God acts in the 

midst of waiting, in the 

mist of the mess and the 

broken. It reminds us that 

we look not for a big, trium-

phant flourish of light and 

hope that will neatly wrap 

all our problems up with a 

bow. 

 

Hymn writer Charles Wes-

ley, brother of John Wes-

ley, penned eighteen 

Christmas songs, but he 

was never happy with 

simply painting the picture 

of the manger scene. In 

this hymn, he begins by 

alluding to scriptural 

prophecies of Christ. Mov-

ing on to personal applica-

tion, he continues: Christ is 

not only the "desire of eve-

ry nation"; He is the "joy of 

every longing heart." He is 

not only the child born with 

the "government... on his 

shoulders" (Isaiah 9:6); He 

is "born to reign in us for-

ever." Such personal appli-

cation was a hallmark of 

the Wesleys' ministry. 

Charles and his brother 

John challenged the staid 

Anglican traditions of their 

time. The church of their 

day had great scholarship; 

its theology was orthodox. 

Christians sang hymns 

straight from Scripture. But 

the Wesleys seemed to 

ask, "Does this mean any-

thing to you? Is the biblical 

story about long-ago 

events or about what is 

going on in your life?" They 

urged people to meet 

Christ and to include Him 

in every part of their lives-

even their hymn singing. 

 

As we move through these 

dark times we can know 

that God is with us, and in 

our stories and in our lives.  

God comes to us and 

Charles wrote in the Hymn 

Come thou Long Expected 

Jesus. 

Come, Thou long-expected 

Jesus,  

Born to set Thy people 

free; 

From our fears and sins 

release us;  

Let us find our rest in 

Thee.  

Israel's strength and con-

solation,  

Hope of all the earth Thou 

art;  

Dear desire of every na-

tion, 

Joy of every longing heart. 
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Born Thy people to deliver, 

Born a child and yet a King, 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious kingdom 

bring. By Thine own eternal 

spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all sufficient merit, 

Raise us to Thy glorious 

throne.    
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Rainbow Notes 

Faith Builders (and wanna-be Faith Builders) 

sign up for a virtual meeting on Tuesday, De-

cember 8 at 6 pm.  We are starting to make 

plans for our Faith Build 2021 and we want 

YOU to be a part of it!  Sign up on our web-

site for that meeting.  The Zoom link will be e

-mailed to you and will be on our website the 

day of the meeting. 
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Caption describing picture or graph-
ic. 

 

UMW has a quilt that will be used to raise mon-

ey for the needs of children in our community.  

They will be partnering with Reliance Bank. The  

raffle for the quilt has been postponed until 

spring.  

Hope Church Worship Services 

 

Due to the Coronavirus all activities and services in the 

church building have been suspended until further notice. 

 

The Worship Services for Sunday are streamed live at 10:30 

am.  If you would like to watch and participate please contact 

Jenna Dahl at jdahl60@gmail.com.  We will also attempt to 

put the recording on the website and our Facebook page. 

We’re on the Web!! 

hopeumcfbo.com    

Rice County Food Shelf 

“Food of the Month” 

December: Rice 

January: Soup 

February: Beans 
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27 28 29 30 31   

December 2020 

December Birthdays 
 
1-Bev Witt                                                                                                             
6-Korrinne Kanne; Eric Miller   
17-Emily Strickler                                                                           
11-Gary Bartosh                                                                                                  
12-Kendra Kahnke                                                                                                     
18-Linda Gregg 
20 Buck Ennis         
29-Marge Saxton  

8 - Habitat For Humanity Faith Builders Zoom Meeting @ 6pm 


