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old skins (Mark 2:21-
22).  If you do the old 
skin will burst and spill 
out the wine.  If we 
look at these times in 
this way, personally as 
well as a Church and 
society, there is hope if 
we are willing to be 
open to the new thing 
that God is doing with 
us and for us. 
 
I am too, reminded of 
Job as he struggled with 
his condition.  He lost 
his family, his home, 
his farm, livestock and 
servants.  He com-
plained about his situa-
tion.  He yelled and 
shook his fist at heaven 
as his friends kept say-
ing he must have done 
something wrong, when 
he hadn’t.  In the end 
Job needed to correct 
his view of God.  It 
needed to expand how 
he understood God and 
the whole process was 
for him to see how big 
and great God is and 

 As many of you 
know I have been diag-
nosed with Lymphoma.   
It was a shock to say 
the least.  However, as 
you also know I am not 
the first nor will I be the 
last to be diagnosed 
with cancer or a dis-
ease.  What matters 
most is what a person 
does with the diagnosis.  
It would be easy to roll 
over and give up.  But 
that doesn’t solve the 
problem.  It is my belief 
that this is a soul issue 
that I must, with your 
assistance, work 
through to understand 
its presence.  I will not 
be able to do this alone 
and am glad that I have 
a Church community 
that is supportive.  I 
have discussed this with 
the Staff Parish Rela-
tions Committee (SPRC 
or PPR) and have been 
encouraged by their and 
your support as a 
Church.  I have also 
discussed this with my 

Doctor and was assured 
that I would be able to 
continue as your Pastor. 
 
Complicating all of this 
is the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  We are not al-
lowed to meet in person 
at this time because of 
the danger of contract-
ing the virus.  I am hop-
ing to do more virtual 
programs and classes, 
and develop ways in 
which we all can be in 
contact with each other 
on a regular basis.  
These are strange times.  
But there have been 
strange and difficult 
times in the past that 
others have passed 
through and we can 
learn from their exam-
ple.  We can do it again 
and trust that the Spirit 
is attempting to take us 
to a new place and a 
new understanding of 
life.  I think of Jesus 
reminding the people 
around him that You 
can’t put new wine into 
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From The Pastor’s Desk Continued 
how much God want-
ed Job to open his 
eyes in a new way.  If 
we look at our present 
situation in this way 
there is hope and a 
direction and we don’t 
need to despair.  We 
can be comforted that 
God is guiding us 
through these difficult 
times to develop a 
new church, society 
and world.  It is up to 
us, however if we are 
willing to walk down 
that road with God.  
Isn’t that what matters 
most of all no matter 
what our lot in life is? 
 
There is a story about 
a top executive with a 
telegraph company 
who went on a trip. It 
was extremely cold 
outside when he ar-
rived at the bus sta-
tion, so he went into a 
local telegraph station 
hoping to get warmed 
up. When he got in-
side, however, it was 
cold. He noticed there 
was no fire in the fire-
place. He said to the 
young telegraph oper-
ator, "Why don't you 
build a fire in this 

place and warm it 
up?" 
The young man said, 
"Listen mister, I'm too 
busy sending tele-
grams to build fires." 
The man then told this 
boy that he was the 
vice-president of the 
company and that he 
wanted him to send a 
telegram to the home 
office at once. The 
message was, "Fire 
this man immediate-
ly." The young tele-
graph operator got the 
message. A moment 
later, he brought a 
load of wood into the 
office and began to 
build a fire. The exec-
utive asked, "Young 
man, have you sent 
that telegram yet?" 
The young telegraph 
operator said, "Listen 
mister, I'm too busy 
building fires to send 
telegrams." 
The point is that 
somewhere in life we 
have to set priorities. 
We have to decide 
what really matters 
and make certain that 
the really important 
things are done. 
 

Or this way. A story 
appeared recently in 
the magazine, Today's 
Christian Woman. A 
woman took her four-
year-old granddaugh-
ter, Amanda, to the 
doctor's office with a 
fever. The doctor 
looked in her ears and 
said, "Who's in there? 
Donald Duck?" She 
said, "No." He looked 
in her nose and said, 
"Who's in there? 
Mickey Mouse?" 
Again she said, "No." 
He put his stethoscope 
on her heart and said, 
"Who's in there? Bar-
ney?" Amanda re-
plied, "No, God is in 
my heart. Barney is on 
my underwear.” 
 
Pastor Dana 
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Hope’s Happenings 

Financial Report Continued 

We’re on the Web!! 

hopeumcfbo.com    

Hope Church Worship Services 

We will have an outside service on October 4th at 10:30 am. Communion will be 

served! 

Due to the Coronavirus all activities and services in the church building have 

been suspended until further notice. 

The Worship Services for Sunday are streamed live.  If you would like to watch 

and participate please contact Jenna Dahl at jdahl60@gmail.com.  We will also 

attempt to put the recording on the website and our Facebook page. 

CROP WALK 2020 

Sat., Oct. 3rd @ Cathedral outside registration at 8:30 a.m. Walk will begin at 9:00 a.m. 

PLEASE support a walker or walk for the need is still very great. 

This is the 51st year of the CROP Walk and the funds raised will be divided between St. Vincent de Paul 

and Church World Service. 

For information contact Mel or Mary  334-6541 or Father Henry at 332-3742 

You can also go to webwalk@crophungerwalk.org  ! 

mailto:webwalk@crophungerwalk.org
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October 2020 

 

3rd - Crop Walk 2020 @ 9 AM 

4th - Outside Church Service @ Hope Church @ 10:30 AM  

 

October Birthday’s 

2-Kristin Goodwin 

10- Jillian Strickler 

14-Brian Ites  

16-Ashley Sommers  

18-Donna Smith                                                                   

19-Taylor Johnson  

23-Kevin DeCoux  

25-Carol White; Sayaka Chou  

26-Leon Gregg  

29-Becky Spinar   

 

 

Anniversaries 

2-Hope & Eric Miller  


